Epidermoid tumours (cholesteatomas) are uncommon intradural intracranial lesions. Cushing (1932) (Table) . David et al. (1965) state that epidermoid tumours of the fourth ventricle comprise approximately 5°of all epidermoids of the cranium and brain.
The classical appearance of this tumour in the lateral ventricles as seen in pneumoencephalography has been reported as diagnostic of an epidermoid tumour by many observers (Dyke and Davidoff, 1937; Hauser and Elkins, 1949; Lindgren, 1952; Scott, 1957) . These encephalographic patterns have been described as irregular streaks, filigree lacework of communicating channels of air, reticular masses of air, and sponge-like irregular collections of air (Dyke and Davidoff, 1937; Lindgren, 1952) . This pattern is explained by distribution of the air in the folds of the walls of the tumour and no other brain lesion produces a similar picture (Lindgren, 1952) . To the best of my knowledge, no one has reported this pattern in an air study of an epidermoid in the third ventricle. Patriquin et al. (1969) , Tytus and Pennybacker (1956) The neurological examination showed an alert patient. Her pupils were normal. There was a slow coarse nystagmus on lateral gaze to either side. Corneal sensation was normal. The visual fields were normal and the eyegrounds showed bilateral choked discs of 3-4 dioptres. Facial power, sensation, and hearing were not impaired. Her tongue was protruded in the midline and the soft palate moved normally.
The deep tendon reflexes were hyperactive bilaterally. There was no Hoffman or Babinski sign. There was no impairment of sensation or strength in the extremities.
The patient was ataxic and veered to the left on walking. There was marked dysmetria, ataxia, rebound phenomenon, and hypotonia in the left upper extremity, with only slight dysmetria and ataxia on finger to nose test on the right. There The patient was contacted by letter in May 1967, 17 years after surgery. She had no headaches and no cranial nerve complaints, but she was unable to do her housework because of confinement to a wheelchair for the past six years because of a tremor of the right hand, and a marked ataxia on attempting to walk.
